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C o n v e n e r s

n behalf of the African Research 

OGroup for Oncology (ARGO), it 
is with great pleasure and 

heartfelt anticipation that we announce to 
you the 11th edition of our Annual 
International Oncology Symposium. This 
landmark event is scheduled to take place 
in the historic city of Ile-Ife, Osun State, 
Nigeria, from Wednesday, 24th, to 
Thursday, 25th of September, 2025. This 
year ’s symposium is more than a 
gathering of minds—it is a convergence of 
purpose.  With the theme, From 
Screening to Survivorship – A 
Multidisciplinary Approach to the 
Management of Breast, Cervical, 
Colorectal ,  and Hepatobi l iary 
Cancers ,  we renew our  shared 
commitment to transforming cancer care 
in Nigeria and sub-Saharan Africa.

These four cancers—breast, cervical, 
colorectal, and hepatobiliary—remain 
among the most pressing oncologic 
challenges facing our health systems 
t o d a y.  T h e y  a f f e c t  m i l l i o n s  o f 
Nigerians—women and men, young and 
old—and they place a profound burden 
not only on individuals and families but 
also on our communities and national 
productivity particularly in resource-
limited settings. From the rst screening 
to the long road of survivorship, the 
journey through cancer is never linear, 

never solitary. It is a path that demands connection, 
compassion, and collaboration across disciplines 
and sectors. A multidisciplinary approach to the 
management of breast, cervical, colorectal, and 
hepatobiliary cancers is not merely an ideal—it is a 
necessity for ensuring that patients receive the best 
possible outcomes.

As many know, ARGO is a trans-Atlantic Cancer 
Consortium launched in 2013 as Africa's rst 
National Cancer Institute-Approved Colorectal 
Cancer Consortium. What started as a bilateral 
collaboration between the Memorial Sloan 
Kettering Cancer Centre (MSKCC), New York, 
USA, and the Obafemi Awolowo University / 
Teaching Hospitals Complex (OAU/THC), Ile-Ife, 
Osun State, Nigeria, has developed to become a 
multi-institutional consortium involving about 34 
institutions within and outside Nigeria over the past 
one decade.
 
ARGO's unwavering commitment is to improve 
cancer care in Africa. We have two main 
approaches to realizing this goal: research and 
training. Regarding research, we are committed to 
conducting scientically sound projects that can ll 
the evidence gaps in oncology practice in Africa. 
We also aim to develop databases for numerous 
cancers. Over the years, we have made signicant 
progress in pursuing these goals. Our research 
activities began with the creation of a multi-
institutional colorectal cancer database and 
biobank. 
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Over the years, protocols for breast, cervical, and 
other gastrointestinal tract malignancies have been 
developed. We aspire for the frontiers of ARGO to 
continue expanding, capturing many more cancers.

Regarding training, our activities are designed to 
enhance the capacity of healthcare providers to 
deliver high-quality oncologic services and conduct 
innovative cancer research. We aim to bridge the gap 
in cancer care between sub-Saharan Africa and the 
world's more developed countries. 

In grantsmanship, the consortium has approximately 
ten active research grants running concurrently, 
focusing on colorectal cancer, breast cancer, and 
capacity-building programs, including the Nigerian 
Cancer Research Training (NCAT) program. Most of 
these research/training projects are supported by 
the National Institutes of Health, USA. Our group 
also supports local researchers and provides 
opportunities for establishing North-to-South 
collaboration and networking in research. 

The goal of this year’s symposium is straightforward 
yet profound: to equip healthcare professionals with 
the tools, insights, and collaborations necessary to 
enhance cancer outcomes throughout the care 
continuum. They will have the chance to learn from a 
team of leading regional and international experts. 
These experts will provide up-to-date needed 

information and hands-on training on the strategic 
roles of early detection and diagnosis, through 
timely treatment and palliative care, to the vital 
phase of survivorship in Nigeria, focusing on 
colorectal, breast, hepatobiliary, and cervical 
cancers. These updates will span various 
specialties, including Surgery, Radiology, Pathology, 
Interventional Radiology, Medical Oncology, 
Gynae-Oncology, Oncology Pharmacy, Oncologic 
Nursing, and Medical Laboratory Science. 
Additionally, attendees will gain insights into 
establishing enduring collaborations and developing 
a successful research career. 

As usual, this year's event promises to be a 
memorable one, and we look forward to hosting 
you. Once again, we welcome you all to the 
hospitable and natural ambiance of the Source, the 
ancient city of Ile-Ife. 

See you soon.

Prof.  Olusegun  I. Alatise & 
Prof. Peter T. Kingham
Conveners
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Keynote Speaker

 

Vice Chancellor, OAU, Ile-Ife

Chief Host

CMD, OAUTHC, Ile-Ife, Nigeria

Co-Chief Host

Dr. Diane 
Reidy-Lagunes
MD
Chief of the Division of 
Medical Oncology,
Duke Department of Medicine, 
and Associate Vice-President, 
Oncology Services
Duke University Health System

Dr. Peter T. Kingham
MD, FACS

Dr. Vikki Mango
MD
Assistant Director, Global
Cancer Research and Training (GCRT),
Director, Breast Imaging International
Outreach, MSKCC, USA. 

Dr. Peter Ntiamoah
MPH, MS, PhD

Surgical Pathology Laboratory 
Manager,  MSKCC, USA.

Dr. Usman M. Aliyu
Special Guest

Director General,
National Institute for Cancer Research
and Treatment (NICRAT), Abuja, Nigeria.   

Dr. Margaret
Barton-Burke 
PhD
Department of Nursing,
MSKCC, USA. 

Dr. Modupe 
Elebute-Odunsi 

Founder and CEO
Marcelle Ruth Cancer Centre &
Specialist Hospital, Lagos, Nigeria 
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Dr Fiyinfolu Balogun
MD, PhD

Assistant Attending
Gastrointestinal Oncologist,
Department of Medicine,
MSKCC, USA.   

Dr. Juliet S. Lumati
MD, MPH

Hepatopancreatobiliary and Gastrointestinal
Surgical Oncologist, Northwestern Medicine,
Clinical Assistant Professor at Northwestern
University, Feinberg School of Medicine
Chicago, Illinois, USA. 

Dr. Marcia Edelweiss
MD

Associate attending Pathologist
and Cytopathologist,
Department of Pathology,
MSKCC, USA. 

Dr. Alexia Iasonos
PhD

Attending Biostatistician,
Department of Epidemiology and
Biostatistics, MSKCC, USA.  

Dr. Greg Knapp
MD, MSc, FCSRC

Assistant Professor,
Division of General and
Gastrointestinal Surgery,
Dalhousie University, Canada.   

Dr. Geoff Porter

Surgical Oncologist, Division of General
and Gastrointestinal Surgery,
Department of Community Health and Epidemiology
Dalhousie University, Faculty of Medicine.
Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada   

MD, MSc, FRCSC, FACS

Dr. Adebola Adedimeji
PhD, MS, MBA, MPA, 

Wake Forest University School of Medicine
Department of Social Sciences and
Health Policy and Implementation
Science, Winston-Salem, NC, USA.

Dr. Mengmeng M. Du
ScD, MSc

Dr. Uchechukwu E. Nwokwu
FWACP

Head, National Cancer Control and 
Nuclear Medicine Programme, 
Federal Ministry of Health and 
Social Welfare, Abuja
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Dr. Oyinye D. Balogun
MD, Msc

Assistant Professor of

Radiation Oncology,

Well Cornell Medicine,

NY, USA.   

Dr. Anya Romanoff
MD

Assistant Professor of Surgery, 

Breast Surgical Oncologist,

Department of Surgery, Icahn School of Medicine, 

Mount Sinai-NYC, USA.  

Dr. Chinenye Iwuji
MSc, MRCP, PhD

Head of Medical Oncology,

Lakeshore Cancer Centre,

Lagos, Nigeria 

Dr. Maria El Homsi
MD

Assistant Professor,
Memorial Sloan Kettering
Cancer Center, New York,
USA. 
 

Prof. K. Olusegun Ajenifuja 

Gynaecological Oncologist
Dept. of Obstetrics, Gynaecology &
Perinatology, Obafemi Awolowo University,
Ile-Ife. 

Prof. Fatimah Biade 
Abdulkareem
MBBCh, FMCPath, FNAMed

Consultant Gastrointestinal/Liver Pathologist

Dept of Anatomic & Molecular Pathology

College of Medicine, University of Lagos

Lagos, Nigeria
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Dr. J. Joshua Smith
MD, PhD, FACS

Associate Attending Surgeon
Colorectal Service, Dept. of Surgery,
MSKCC, USA

Prof. Nadeem 
R. Abu-Rustum

Chief of the Gynecology Service and 
Avon Chair in Gynecologic Oncology,
MSKCC, USA

Dr. Anna J. Dare
MBChB PhD
Surgical Oncologist, Division of 

General Surgery, St. Michael�s Hospital;

Global Surgery Lead, Department of 

Surgery, University of Toronto

MD, FACOG, FACS

Dr. Lauren Koranteng 
PharmD, BCPS, CPE

Clinical Pharmacy Specialist,
Supportive Care Service,
Department of Pharmacy,
MSKCC, USA.   
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DAY 1

Arrival/Registration

Plenary

 Ÿ Plenary Session I: Discussion on the theme
 1.. Cancer Treatment Financing: What is the Viable Panacea to Financial Toxicity in a LMIC  
  Setting? 
 2. Utilizing Mixed Methods in Cancer Prevention Research.
 3. Articial Intelligence in Oncology Research: a Friend or a Foe
 4. Sustainable Model for Multidisciplinary Cancer Care in Nigeria
 5. Integrating Prevention, Early Detection, And Holistic Care Across The Cancer 
  Continuum-Nursing Perspective
 6. Cancer Control Plan in Nigeria – Update in Implementation
 7. Imaging In Oncology Trials: The Radiologist’s Role In Evaluating Treatment Response And 
  Endpoints

Opening Ceremony

 Ÿ Plenary Session II: Colorectal & Hepatobiliary
 1. Emerging Role of Immunotherapy in Gastrointestinal Cancers
 2. Timing is Everything: Sequencing Radiotherapy with Surgery and Systemic Therapy in 
  Rectal Cancer
 3. Emerging Paradigms in the Surgical Management of Rectal Cancer
 4. Update on the Management of CRC Liver Metastasis 
 5. Management of Borderline Pancreatic Cancer

 Ÿ Plenary Session III: Breast & Gynaecology
 1. Breast Pathology for Clinicians: What Every Clinician Should Know
 2. Emerging Role of Immunotherapy in the Management of Breast Cancer
 3. Oncoplastic Surgery for Breast Cancer: Indications and Options
 4. Bridging the Gap: Strengthening Breast Cancer Care Through Primary-Tertiary 
  Integration
 5. The Radiologist’s Role in Breast Multidisciplinary Tumor Boards: Enhancing Clinical 
  Decisions from Screening To Survivorship
 6. Ovarian Cancer From Early Diagnosis To Survivorship, a Multidisciplinary Approach.
 7. Decreasing Radicality in Stage I Cervical Cancer an Update from Recent Clinical Trials.
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DAY 2

Arrival/ Registration

Ÿ Plenary Session IV: ARGO Research Updates & Grantsmanship 
 1. Case Discussion
 2. Updates on Current ARGO Projects 
 3. Grant Funding Opportunities and Management
 4. Announcement of ARGO Grant Winners
 5. Discussion on Opportunities for Collaboration

Parallel Sessions 

 Ÿ Parallel Session - SURGERY

 1) Breast Conserving Surgery: Indications, Patient Preparation and Technique.  
 2) Sentinel Lymph Node Biopsy: Pragmatic Options in the Nigerian Context.
 3) Surgical Management of Rectal Cancer in the Light of Current Evidence: Timing, 
  Sequence and Technique.
 4) Updates on CRC Screening: Nigeria in Perspective. 
 5) Incorporating Minimal Access Surgery into Colorectal Cancer Care.
 6) Future Liver Remnant – Assessment and Factors to Consider.
 7) Cholangiocarcinoma Treatment Options.
 8) Palliative Treatment in HPB - Options and  Effectiveness

 Ÿ Parallel Session - PATHOLOGY

 1) Case Review of Papillary Lesions
 2) Review of Interesting Cases in Breast Lesions
 3) Mass-Forming Benign Lesion that Mimics Malignant Lesion.
 4) MicroSatellite Instability (MSI) Testing in Colorectal Cancer: Diagnostic Strategies, 
  Interpretation, Pitfalls and Clinical Relevance for Immunotherapy
 5) Hands-on Session
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 Ÿ Parallel Session - EPIDEMIOLOGY/BIOSTATISTICS

 1) Comprehensive Overview of ARGO Datasets and Resources
 2) Review of Key Research Findings and Insights Derived from ARGO Datasets
 3) Exploring Future Research Directions and Opportunities using ARGO Datasets
 4) Advanced Statistical Modeling Approaches for Analyzing ARGO Datasets
 5) Fostering Collaborative Research Initiatives and Partnerships using ARGO Datasets

 Ÿ Parallel Session - CHEMOSAFE

 1) Ensuring Chemotherapy Safety Throughout The Journey From Diagnosis to Survivorship
 2) Storage of Chemotherapy Agents
 3) Current Environmental Approaches: Where Do We See Ourselves in Ten Years?
 4) Counseling Pre and Post Chemotherapy about Safety
 5) Aseptic Technique: A Critical Look at the Current Practices in Chemotherapy. 
 6) Pharmacology of Some Common Agents Used to treat Breast and Colon Cancer.

 Ÿ Parallel Session - ONCOLOGY NURSING
 
 1) A National Blueprint for Cancer Control: Bridging Gaps from Prevention to Palliative 
  Care in Low-Resource Settings. 
 2) Bridging The Gaps: Advancing Equity and Access Across the Cancer Care Continuum. 
 3) One Team, One Goal: Integrating Disciplines for Comprehensive Cancer Care.
 4) Psychosocial Oncology: Supporting Mental Health and Emotional Wellbeing Throughout 
  the Cancer Journey.
 5) Nutritional Support and Rehabilitation in Cancer Care: Enhancing Patient Recovery and 
  Quality of Life.
 6) Community Engagement and Health Promotion: Tailoring Cancer Prevention Messages  
  for Diverse Nigerian Populations.
 7) Scaling Up Screening Programs: Lessons Learned from Cervical and Breast Cancer 
  Screening Initiatives in Nigeria.
 8) Survivorship Care Planning: Addressing Long-Term Physical and Psychosocial Needs of 
  Cancer Survivors

 Ÿ Parallel Session -  MEDICAL ONCOLOGY

 1) From Chemo to Checkpoints: Evolving Systemic Therapy for Colorectal Cancer in  
  Africa.
 2) Building Nigeria’s Clinical Trial Ecosystem: Insights from Arreta

 ARGO 2025      Symposium PROGRAMME OVERVIEW

9

ARG African Research Group for Oncology
National Cancer Institute (NCI)
Approved Colorectal Cancer Consortium



 3) Managing Neuroendocrine Tumors in Low-Resource Settings: Practical Approaches and 
  Innovations
 4) Immunotherapy in Nigeria: Closing the Knowledge Gap and Tackling Key Challenges
 5) Choosing Between Treatment and Best Supportive Care in Hepatobiliary Cancers
 6) Implementing Hypofractionation: Balancing Safety, Efcacy, ind Accessibility in Cancer 
  Care

             Ÿ Parallel Session -  GYNAE-ONCOLOGY

 1) Establishing an ARGO Gynae-Oncology Group: The Journey so far
 2) Radical Hysterectomy for Early-Stage Cervical Cancer in a Low-Resource Setting: 
  Surgical Outcomes and Lessons from a Rare Cohort.
 3) Dual Perspectives on the Missed Potential and Barriers to Ofce-Based Endometrial 
  Biopsy: A Cross-Sectional Survey of Patients and Providers in Nigeria.
 4) Strategies for cervical cancer screening in at risk populations.

 Ÿ Parallel Session -  RADIOLOGY
 
 1) Joint Session with Pathologists-Radiology-Pathology Concordance in Cancer Diagnosis: 
  Improving Multidisciplinary Communication Through Case-Based Discussion.
 2) Articial Intelligence in Breast Imaging: Closing the Diagnostic Gap in Nigeria-
  Opportunities, Challenges and Real-World Examples.
 3) Optimizing Imaging Pathways for Early Detection of Breast Cancers on Low-
  Resource Settings- Focus on Mobile Imaging, Teleultrasound, and Task-Shifting Strategies.
 4) Building Capacity for Image-Guided Biopsies and Interventions in Cancer Diagnosis and 
  Palliation- Competency-Based Training Models and Lessons Learned.
 5) Response Evaluation Criteria in Solid Tumours (RECIST): Preparing Radiologists for the 
  Era of Immunotherapy Trials.
 6) Breast Cancer Diagnostic And Palliative Skills Lab:
  - Hands-On Breast Core Needle Biopsy, Wire Localization, and Clip  Placements; 
  - Liver and Lung Biopsies in Metastatic Cases

                     Technologists’ Side Session
 7) Mammography Skills Lab: Hands-on Practice in Routine and Specialized Mammographic 
  Views
 8) CT Skills Lab: Hands-on Practice in Optimizing CT Protocol for Body Imaging.

ARGO 2025      Symposium PROGRAMME OVERVIEW

10

ARG African Research Group for Oncology
National Cancer Institute (NCI)
Approved Colorectal Cancer Consortium



Consultants:          #75,000
Resident Doctors: #40,000
Pharmacist             #40,000
Nurses:                  #40,000
Scientist                 #40,000 

Consultants:           #85,000
Resident Doctors:  #50,000
Pharmacist             #50,000
Nurses:                  #50,000
Scientist                 #50,000

Early Bird Registration: Onsite Registration:

Account Name:

African Research Group for 

Oncology 

Payment Details  

Account Number:

Guaranty Trust Bank Plc: 

0632755483 

Kindly send an evidence of 

payment to: 

ojajunia@argo-research.org

Please Note; 

Early bird registration 

closes 12th September, 2025

Industry Sponsorship Rates: 

Platinum                                                 - N2,000,000

Gold                                                        -  N1,500,000

Silver                                                       -  N1,000,000

Advertisement in the Brochure: 
Front/Back Cover                                     - N500,000
Inside Front/Inside Back pages                - N500,000
Other Pages                                               - N250,000

Product Exhibition                                     - N500,000

Bank Account Details:

For Advert/Exhibition/Presenttaion 

4.

3.

2.

1.

Account Name: African Research Group for Oncology

Account Number: Guaranty Trust Bank Plc: 0632755483  

Hotels are chosen based on their quality of service and proximity 
to each other for ease of transportation of participants to and from the 
meeting venues.

Conference Hotels/Accomodation

HOTEL ACCOMMODATION

Cameron Hotel, Off Ibadan Rd.

CoG Guests House, Within OAUTHC

HillSpring Hotel, Ondo Rd., Modakeke-Ife.

Riverview Hotel, Old Ib. Rd. Asherifa.

Skyrainbow, Opp, SSOH, Adesanmi, Ib. Rd.

Harvard Continental, Off Ibadan Rd. 

RotKay Hotel & Suite, Phase I, Opp OAUTHC

OAU Alumni Guest House

0803 806 4709

 0803 075 7279

0816 487 9231

0806 217 7552

0811 622 9911

0810 033 3719

0913 744 1196

0813 244 7937

Hotels Contact

CONFERENCE 
REGISTRATION 
WITH OTHER DETAILS 

Programme Highlights:

Arrival/Registration

Plenary  I

Opening Ceremony

Plenary II - III

Wednesday 24th Sept., 2025: Thursday 25th Sept, 2025:

Parallel Sessions
Surgery

Pathology

Epidemiology/Biostatistics

10 UNITS 

CME POINTS, 

CERTIFICATE

& SLIDES ARE

AVAILABLE

Chemosafe

Oncology Nursing

Medical Oncology

Gynae-oncology

Radiology

Plenary IV

N45,000 - N65,000

N15,000 - N30,000

N45,000 - N65,000

N25,000 - N50,000

N25,000 - N40,000

N55,000 - N85,000

N16,000 - N35,000

N15,000 - N30,000

Price Range

Registration Link: https://www.argo-research.org/2025-argo-symposium-registration
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OAUTHC, Ile-Ife, Nigeria.

 
For enquiries & registration Please, call: 

Mr. Oluseyi Olanrewaju: 0805 - 590 - 8586;  
Dr. Nasat Lawal: 0803 - 894 - 9799; Prof. Isaac Alatise: 0803 - 385 - 9387  

ARGO2025
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