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Winter 2021 Newsletter 

Dear All: 

We were delighted that so many of you were able to join the virtual 

ARGO Symposium this month. We had approximately 234 register for 

the symposium from 68 institutions. Isaac and I want to thank all who 

participated and made it such a success. A particular thank you the 

faculty who presented. Each session was excellent and contributed to 

an overall outstanding symposium. We thank you for your time and 

commitment to furthering the ARGO agenda to address global cancer 

disparities in Nigeria and beyond. We would particularly like to thank 

Drs. Abdul Razzak Lawal, Ademoloa Adeyeye and Olayide Agodirin, 

our 2019 Pilot grant awardees, who were able to share updates on 

their studies. For those of you who may have missed the program 

and/or would like to review some of the sessions, you can download 

the program from the ARGO website and as well, watch the video 

recordings of most of the sessions. Please go to: https://argo-

research.org/2021conferencevideos/  

While the globe is still struggling with the COVID 19 Pandemic, we are 

grateful that we are able to virtually continue our work. We look 

forward to a time when we can see each other again and hold our 

seminars in person; however, until that time we will continue to carry 

on the mission and will be updating you with plans for upcoming 

virtual seminars soon.  

Sincerely, 

Peter and Isaac 

Please see inside for some news updates! 

https://argo-research.org/2021conferencevideos/
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OPPORTUNITIES: 2021 Pilot Grants 

The Global Cancer Disparities Pilot Grant program provides funding a 
pilot study in the area of cancer prevention, diagnosis, treatment, or 
outcomes. Click the link below to be taken to the application: 
 
https://www.mskcc.org/hcp-education-training/international/global-
cancer-disparities-initiatives/mskcc-global-cancer-disparities-pilot-grant 
 
Applications are due by June 30, 2021. 

We would like to extend our congratulations to the following who 
have been selected to enroll in Harvard University’s T.H. Chan School 
of Public Health’s Principles and Practice of Clinical Research 
Program for 2021! 

 Dr. Timilehin A. Adenuga 
Cedarcrest Hospital, Abuja 

 Dr. Jummai Desiree Jimeta-Tuko 
Ahmadu Bellow University Teaching Hospital, Zaria 

 Dr. Oluwatosin Omoyiola 
Obafemi Awolowo University Teaching Hospital, Ile Ife  

 Dr. Israel Owoade 
Obafemi Awolowo University Teaching Hospital, Ile Ife 

ARGO ACADEMY 
Plans are currently underway for the next cancer research training 
symposium. Stay tuned here for more information. 

https://www.mskcc.org/hcp-education-training/international/global-cancer-disparities-initiatives/mskcc-global-cancer-disparities-pilot-grant
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STUDY NEWS 

FIT Study 

The FIT study has recruited approximately 1,1164 patients in Ife at 
Obafemi Awolowo University Teaching Hospital.  Approximately 42.1% are 

male and 57.9% are female.  Preparation is underway for the recruitment 
process to begin in Ilorin and Lagos in March/April. 

R01 Study: “Determining the risk factor profile and biology of 
colorectal cancer in Nigeria”  

This study led by Drs. Peter Kingham, PI (MSK) and Isaac Alatise, PI 

(OAUTH) is a four-year study that aims to identify the modifiable and non-
modifiable (genetic) risk factors for colorectal cancer among Africans. The 

study is a multicenter prospective case-control study. The study entails 
characterization of molecular features of colorectal tumors in Nigeria, in 

addition to the assessment of likely risk factors: demographics, 
anthropometric, reproductive, lifestyle, dietary, and medical history. The 

study is currently ongoing at three ARGO sites in Ile-Ife, Ilorin, and Lagos. 

Breast-Q Study 

The BREAST-Q study, designed and led by Drs. Anya Romanoff, PI (MSK) 
and Olalekan Olasehinde, PI (OAUTH), aims to evaluate the psychosocial 

experience of women undergoing mastectomy for the treatment of breast 
cancer in Nigeria to identify targets for future patient-directed 

interventions to improve treatment receipt. An initial, "Aim 1" 

questionnaire to evaluate delays to surgery and patient beliefs regarding 
mastectomy is recruiting well at OAUTHC (Site PI: Dr. Olasehinde), Ilorin 

(Site PI: Dr. Agodirin) and FMC Owo (Site PI: Dr. Okereke), with 46 
patients enrolled to date. The BREAST-Q instrument itself has been 

translated into Yoruba using rigorous methodology, with oversight from the 
BREAST-Q team, and is currently undergoing validation for use in Nigeria. 

We anticipate beginning accrual of patients into "Aim 3" of the study, 
which will utilize the translated and validated BREAST-Q, at all 3 sites in 

March.   



GCDI & ARGO Events & Updates 

ARGO is co-hosting the Virtual Seminar “Publishing in Global 

Cancer Control: A Pan-African Symposium” in collaboration with 

the African Organization for Research and Training in Cancer (AORTIC) 

and the Global Cancer Disparities Program at Memorial Sloan 

Kettering. This seminar will take place on April 8, 2021 at 1330h 

West Africa Standard Time/7:30am Eastern Standard Time.  

The seminar brings together journal editors from the Lancet 

Oncology, Lancet Global Health, Journal of Global Oncology, and the 

Nigerian Journal of Surgery to discuss the publication process, tips for 

publishing cancer research in high impact journals, choosing a journal 

for your work and mechanisms for promoting African cancer research 

and authorship diversity in academic publishing and science 
dissemination. The Seminar will also host a panel of emerging and 

established cancer researchers based in sub-Saharan Africa on the 

successes and challenges they have faced in publishing their work, 

tips for success, and opportunities for promoting and disseminating 

African cancer research on the local, regional and global stage. This 

seminar will take place on April 8, 2021 at 13:30 West Africa standard 

time/7:30 Eastern Standard Time.  Information on how to register will 

be forthcoming.  



Welcome New Team Members! 

MSK-GCDI welcomes Rivka Khan to the newly created 

position of Research Project Manager for the Global 

Disparities program. Rivka will oversee the data 

coordination for our Nigerian research studies, manage 

the growing database and IRB regulatory requirements, 

and work with our partners in Nigeria to ensure 

compliance with MSK standard operating procedures and 

NIH regulations. Prior to joining the team, Rivka worked 

in Melanoma and Neuro-oncology research at the 

Winship Cancer Institute of Emory University and in bone marrow 

transplant research at MSKCC. Welcome to the team Rivka!  

 

ARGO Nigeria welcomes the following  

Research Assistants (RAs) to the team:  

LUTH: Mariam Koiki joined ARGO as the first RA to be 

employed into the service of ARGO in LUTH. She will 

work as the RA in charge of Colorectal database/

biobanking and patient recruitment for R01 studies, as 

well as sample collection, processing and storage in  

-80°C temps. Prior to joining the team, Mariam worked 

as a research assistant with Pathology and Genomic 

Core NIH U54 grant headed by Professor 

Abdulkareem. Welcome to the team Mariam!  

 

OAUTHC: Funmi Adefemi joined the RA team at the 

OAUTHC ARGO site in October 2020. She is to be the 

RA in charge of MEND and Delay studies for patients' 

recruitment, samples collection, processing and storage 

at -80°C . Prior to joining the team, Funmi worked in 

Institute of Human Virology (IHVN) and University 

College Hospital, Ibadan Nigeria. Welcome to the team Funmi!  



PUBLICATIONS  

 Lynch KA, Omisore AD, et al. (2020) Multistakeholder Needs 
Assessment to Inform the Development of an mHealth-Based 
Ultrasound-Guided Breast Biopsy Training Program in Nigeria. JCO 
Glob Oncol. 2020 Nov;6:1813-1823. doi: 10.1200/GO.20.00353. 
PMID: 33216646  

 Knapp G, Alatise O, et al. (2020) Feasibility and performance of the 
fecal immunochemical test (FIT) for average-risk colorectal cancer 
screening in Nigeria” https://doi.org/10.1371/
journal.pone.0243587 

 Olasehinde O, Alatise O, Omisore A, Wuraola F, Odujoko O, 

Romanoff A, ... & Kingham, TP (2021) Contemporary management 

of breast cancer in Nigeria: insights from an institutional database. 

International Journal of Cancer. https://doi.org/10.1002/ijc.33484 

 Lynch KA, Omisore AD, et al. Designing Participatory Needs 
Assessments to Support Global Health Interventions in Time-
Limited Settings:  A Case Study from Nigeria.  International Journal 
of Qualitative Methods (to be published in 2021) 

ECHO News 

The GCDI currently has three ECHOs underway. If you have missed any 
of the sessions, please see below for the links to the recordings:  

• Colorectal Cancer Management (CCM) ECHO – 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?
list=PLME9VJQhE-hvv65I9ov5uhhYmNrAmkGUl  

• ARGO Pathology ECHO – https://
www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLME9VJQhE-
huQW4Hjwrmn85Jxc7UDKYEB 

• PALOP Pathology ECHO (Portuguese language) – 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?
list=PLME9VJQhE-hv4pmgjynIddVQfkbeO61_l  

Plans are underway to launch a Breast ECHO this year, stay tuned for 
more information! 
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Thanks again to everyone who facilitated, 

attended or otherwise helped to make the  

2021 Virtual ARGO Conference a success!  

 

See you next year! (hopefully in person...) 


